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CBAG BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Books about Death & Grief: Written for Children 

 
 

1. About Dying.   Sarah Stein.  Walker & Co. Publisher, 1974.  
Photos & simple text for young children with accompanying text for parents/teachers.   

 
2. Alicia Afterimage. Lulu Delacre. Lee & Low Books, 2009. (Order online at leeandlow.com) 

A tribute to 16 year-old Alicia, who died in a 2004 car accident and the grief stories of thirteen 
friends who remember her in their own voices.  Ages 12 and up. 
 

3. Am I Still A Sister?  Alicia M.Sims.  Starline Printing, Inc., 1992.  (Order from Big A & 
Company, P. O. Box 92032, Albuquerque, NM  87199.)   
Alicia grieves the death of her baby brother.  Ages 6 through teen. 

  
4. The Brightest Star.  Kathleen Maresh Hemery, Centering Corporation, 1998. (To order, contact 

Companion Books, 477 Hannah Branch Rd., Brunsville, NC 28714, 828-675-5909.)    
Molly grieves the death of her mother.  

 
5. Daddy, Up and Down.  Melanie Freidersdorf Humphrey, Peaceful Village Publishing,  

PO Box 7032, Snowmass Village, CO 81615, 2002. (Available from www.amazon.com.)  
Sisters grieve the loss of their Daddy.    Pre-school to age 10. 

 
6. The Dead Bird.  Margaret Wise Brown. William Scott Publisher, 1958.   

Deals very concretely with death and the burial of a bird by children.  Excellent for pre-
schoolers. 

 
7. Death Is Hard To Live With.  Janet Bode.  (To order, call Companion Books, (828) 675-5909.)  

A survival guide for teens utilizing cartoons to communicate information about grief.  
 

8. Fall of Freddie the Leaf.  Leo Buscaglia.  The story of life, death and the changing seasons of 
life. Less concrete and more spiritually oriented.  

 
9. Fire in My Heart, Ice in My Veins, a Journal for Teenagers Expressing a Loss.  Enid Samuel 

Traisman, MSW, Centering Corporation. (To order, call Companion Books at (828) 675-5909.) 
 

10. Gentle Willow. A Story for Children about Dying.  Joyce C. Mills, Ph.D. 
Magination Press, New York, 1993.   
Amanda is upset that she is going to lose her friend, Gentle Willow, but learns that there are 
special ways of saying goodbye.  Ages 4 through 10. 

 
11. Geranium Morning.  E. Sandy Powell. Carol Rhoda Books, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 1990.  

Two friends, whose parents die, one suddenly in an accident and one by illness, learn to deal 
with their grief.  Ages six through ten. 

 
12. The Grieving Teen. Helen Fitzgerald, Fireside Books, New York, 2000. 

A guide for teenagers and their friends. 
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13. How It Feels When a Parent Dies.  Jill Krementz, 1986.  Children speak openly about their 
experiences with the death of a parent.  Ages nine and up.  

 
14. Last Week My Brother Anthony Died.  Martha Whitmore Hickman, 1984.  A picture book 

about a girl’s loss of her baby brother.  Ages four through ten.  
 

15. Losing Uncle Tim.  Mary Kate Jordan.  Albert Whitman & Co., Morton Grove, Illinois, 1989.  
Daniel grieves the AIDS death of his beloved Uncle Tim.  Ages 5 through pre-teen.  

 
16. My Grandma Leonie.  Bijou LeTord. Bradbury Press, New York, 1987.  A child describes all 

the things she did with her grandmother and how she felt when grandmother died.  Ages pre-
school and up.  

 
17. Nana Upstairs, Nana Downstairs.  Tomi De Paola.  G. P. Putnam & Sons, New York, 1973.    

A story of a young boy’s relationship with great-grandmother and grandmother.  Ages three to 
nine.  

 
18. No New Baby.  Marilyn Gryte.  Centering Corporation, Box 3367, Omaha NE  68103, 1988.  

An expected sibling dies.  Ages 4 through 10. 
 

19. The Saddest Time.  Norma Simon.  Albert Whitman & Co., Niles, Illinois, 1986.  Explains 
death as the inevitable end of life and provides three situations in which children experience 
powerful emotions when someone close has died.  Ages five and older.  

 
20. Saying Goodbye to Daddy.  Judith Vigna.  Albert Whitman & Co., Morton Grove, Illinois, 

1991.  Clare’s father is killed in a car accident and Clare grieves his death with support of 
mother & grandfather.  Ages six through pre-teen.  

 
21. The Tenth Good Thing about Barney.  Judith Viorst, Atheneum, New York, 1971.  An 

illustrated book about the death and burial of a pet cat.  Ages five through ten.  
 

22. The Two of Them.  Aliki.  Greenwillow Books, New York, 1979.  Describes close relationship 
between child and grandfather from child’s birth to grandfather’s death.  Ages four to ten.  

 
23. We Remember Philip.  Norma Simon.  Albert Whitman, and Company.  Chicago, 1979.  

Classmates express their feelings over the sudden death of their teacher’s son.  Ages eight 
through twelve.  

 
24. What’s Heaven?  Maria Shriver.  St. Martin’s Press, New York, 1999.   After her great-

grandmother’s death, Kate learns about heaven by asking her mother all kinds of questions.  
Ages 5 to 10.  

 
25. Where Is Grandpa?  T.A Barron, 2000.  Philomel Books, 345 Hudson Street, New York, NY  

10014. As his family reminisces after grandfather’s death, a boy realizes that grandfather is still 
with him in all the special places they shared.) 

     


